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About Us

Created in 2002 to support the Government of Canada’s declaration of May as
Asian Heritage Month, the Asian Heritage Society of New Brunswick (AHSNB) and
its partners encourage celebration of the social, political, and economic contribu-
tions of Asian Canadians to Canadian society.

We aim to fulfill the federal mandate in the New Brunswick context by means of
creative engagement with the general public concerning matters of education, em-
ployment, citizenship, identity, and history. We promote the music, dance, visual
arts, unique foods, and costumes of Asia—expressions of both traditional and con-
temporary culture.

AHSNB, one of 16 Asian Heritage organizations in Canada, is the only one in Atlan-
tic Canada. We’ve active chapters in Fredericton, Saint John nd Moncton. Asian
Heritage Month, Miramichi, is the product AHSNB’s partnership with the Miramichi
Regional Multicultural Association.

Our membership includes over a dozen ethno-cultural groups and associations —
Bhutanese, Chinese, Filipino, Indian, Iranian, Iraqi, Japanese, Korean, Lebanese,
Nepalese, Pakistani, Syrian, and Vietnamese among them. We welcome new mem-
bers and volunteers from all backgrounds, as well as partnerships with schools and
community organizations. If you’d like to get involved, please get in touch.

Tel: (506) 454-4126 Executive Committee
28 Saunders St Madhu Verma, Founding Chair
Fredericton, NB madhuverma@ahsnb.org

E3B IN1 Li-Hong Xu, Vice Chair
ahsnbsj@hotmail.com

-ahsnb.org Roland Moreno, Treasurer

https://www.facebook.com/Asian-Heritage- roland@ahsnb.org

Society-of-New-Brunswick-536505469741786/ I
ntesar Saeed, Secretary

. . intesar.saeed@ahsnb.org
Coordinator — Dr. Felisa Chan

felisa@ahsnb.org



Asian Heritage Month 2018

“Passing it Forward: Culture Through the Generations” was this
year’s theme. People of all ages took part in both familiar and

new cultural art forms.



Opening Ceremony & Launch of ExplorAsians

On May 9th, the Asian Heritage Society of New Brunswick officially opened Asian Heritage
Month at the Fredericton Public Library. This year’s national theme, "Passing It Forward: Culture
through the Generations," as announced by Heritage Minister Mélanie Joly, invited Canadians to
celebrate the “achievements and contributions of Canadians of Asian descent that make Canada
as culturally diverse, compassionate, and prosperous as it is today.”

This year’s ExplorAsians’ theme was "Strengthening Diversity through the Lens of Youth." A call
for submissions was made to immigrant and refugee youths to share events that have shaped
their lives, that continue to shape their integration into their new communities. We received
many illuminating stories and poems, well-executed works of art, and fine photographs. On dis-
play at the Library for the month of May, they served to help others better understand what’s in-
volved in transition from one country to another, and to help them decide how we can make our
communities better.

After welcoming dignitaries and attendees, Madhu Verma, Founding Chair of AHSNB, spoke
about the special events planned in Fredericton and elsewhere, and about those who make such
events possible. The day’s speakers included Minister of Labour, Employment, and Population
Growth Gilles LePage; Fredericton’s mayor, Mike O’Brien; MLA Brian Macdonald; and New
Brunswick Multicultural Council Executive Director Alex LeBlanc.

L to R: Roland Moreno, Alex LeBlanc, Intesar Saeed, Mayor Mike O’Brien, Madhu Verma, The
Hon. Gilles LePage, Shubham Verma, Sahil Saini, MLA Brian Macdonald.
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AHSNB Founding Chair Madhu Verma outlined what was involved in preparing 2018’s pro-
gram. Changes, she suggested, might be made to the provincial curriculum so as include Asian
history: promotion of multiculturalism, she emphasized, is vital to increasing in community ac-
ceptance of those with roots elsewhere. Minister Gilles LePage spoke of his emotional re-
sponse when reading the stories and poetry featured. He, too, affirmed the importance of em-
bracing multiculturalism—stressed that communities must work together to promote New
Brunswick as an accepting, rewarding place for newcomers. Mayor Mike O’Brien pointed out
how quickly Fredericton has been expanding. In the last few decades, he said, there have been
many positive changes with respect to acceptance of newcomers. There remains much work to
do, he acknowledged, but improvements will no doubt continue, as indicated by the numbers
present at the ceremony. Executive Director of New Brunswick Multicultural Council Alex
LeBlanc noted the importance of making an effort to understand the stories of individuals so as
to understand their viewpoints. Public displays such as the ExplorAsians Exhibition, he said,
truly increase awareness of the challenges faced by immigrants and refugees. MLA Brian
Macdonald commented on the immense amount of work done by AHSNB to educate people of
all ages about the different cultures that have shaped the identities of New Brunswickers—work
deserving of even greater attention. Some of the young people whose stories were featured in
the exhibition were introduced and applauded for their contributions. After the speeches, the
head organizers and government officials gathered around the celebratory cake for photos.
Others lingered to view more of the exhibition, share their reactions to the visual art, and speak

one-to-one with government officials.
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Madhu Verma Gilles LePage

Founding Chair Minister of Labour, Employment and
Asian Heritage Society of NB Population Growth
Madhu greeting two young people Mayor Mike O’ Brien speaking to
whose work was displayed at attendees at the Opening Ceremony

ExplorAsians
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Attendees of the opening
ceremony were excited to
see the poems, stories,
artwork, and photography
submitted by
New Brunswick’s
immigrant and refugee

youth!



Short Stories and Poetry

Pakistan’s Mubasil Abbas describes the joys of moving from Saudi Arabia to Fredericton.

His father, then vice-president of a well-known bank, convinced his son to try “the nicest
place on the planet.” Mubasil speaks of his experience as one of overwhelming kindness:
immediately upon his family’s arrival in Canada, an immigration officer smiled, said

“Welcome home!”

Tram Ngo speaks of her struggle to fit in at Leo Hayes despite having studied English be-
fore her arrival from Vietnam. She found communication difficult—finding friends even
more so. She didn’t give up. She eventually found many with whom she could share feel-
ings, stories, and laughter—friends who encouraged her, allowed her to make mistakes,

refused to judge her.

Kyataka Patricia, who discusses disturbing differences between the DRC and Canada, asks

Canadians to help Africa’s suffering Congolese. She speaks of tragic, politically-motivated
events. Innocent people would be killed all around her, one of whom was her uncle shot
saving her father’s life. She describes her immigration experience in terms of feelings of
safety: she no longer needs, she says, to worry about all-out war; discrimination against

her has decreased radically.

Despite the need to shovel snow, Sahil Saini is wildly enthusiastic about life in Fredericton.
He emigrated from India, joined the Loyalist Cricket Club, enrolled at university, and —last
summer—was one of twelve players invited to represent New Brunswick at the Eastern

Canadian Cricket Championship in Newfoundland.

Diyasha Sen is the only Canadian-born of South Asian immigrant family. In “Spreading the
Light of Education,” she gives full marks to her parents for encouraging her to seek oppor-
tunities for leadership. She served as student council president at Kennebecasis Valley
High; opened the Maritimes’ first chapter of the Indian Umbrella Club; conquered French

Immersion; and has, in the process, organized many fundraisers for worthy causes.
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Home

H-O-M-E

Four letters,

one syllable.

Seems simple enough.

Yet that one, simple, four-lettered, one-syllable word holds
many representations, meanings, and emotions for
different people around the world.

What does the word HOME mean to you?

Some might say it’s the place you grew up in, the place that

contains all of your childhood memories; that after one glance,

it reminds you of all the happy times, sad times, and embarrassing times
that you shared with your family and closest friends.

Some might say that wherever you live right now is home; some,
that it’s the place you were born in, or the place you come from, or
the place that you lived in the longest.

There are many opinions about the word HOME.

None of them are wrong; they’re just different, unique to every person.
Each representation of the word HOME tells a little

about the person’s values and priorities in life.

Like everyone, I've my own opinion of what defines the word HOME.

To me, HOME is not just “four walls and a roof”; it’s much, much more:
It represents people, those who cause you to call this place your HOME.

To me, HOME is the place where I’'m most comfortable in being who | am.
It’s where | unleash my true identity to the world, where

my fear of not fitting the title of “perfect” simply disappears, where | stop
hiding behind a mask that society has chosen—what’s called “normal.”

It’s a place that once faced with a difference of culture or race, embraces it rather than
isolating, and discriminating against, the person carrying that lifestyle or inherited gene.

It’s a place that allows you to be who you are, so that
happiness comes to you from within. No need for pretending,

no need for you to plaster on a fake smile when
your face already holds a big wide toothy grin that
made its way there naturally, not to please anyone else but you.

Basically, it’s a place where you can be you.
—Dana Alrejjal
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Strange

The first step was thrilling.
It’s like being hit by lightning from above.
It’s like that giddy feeling when you’re in love.

The first step was confusing.
It’s like being in a marathon, but you hide.
It’s like trying to hear, but everything’s amplified.

The first step is daring.
It’s like David defeating Goliath with a stone.
It’s like facing the darkness alone.

That first step is leaving your old home.
Pain, joy, doubt, rage. Pleasure like a palette of chrome.

So you continue to your second step, your
third, your fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh step.
Every step sounds like a water drop.
Eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh, twelfth, step.
It feels as if nothing can make you stop.
And as you reach your last step, you look around.
Everything seems different. You're like a child—
So pure, so innocent—but then realization strikes:
it’s your luck.
—Hannah Jen Otilla

The Phases of Immigration

Wait

A finger seals an edge of envelope.
| pause, think of the prospects that envelope holds.
It and my aspirations disappear into the black
opening of the postbox.

April, May, June...

Days seem to pass more slowly than before, while

my fretfulness grows faster than ever until that day, that
letter, that approval, and | teared up with a smile:
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See you again, Motherland. Today might be
my last day on my homeland...
| hold on tight to my grandmother’s hands.

Today, | leave trails where | spent my childhood,;
by the door, | capture the faces of my loved ones.

Today, we wave the most difficult goodbyes, shed tears,
wrap our arms tightly around each other knowing
we’ll not connect again for a long, long time.

Farewell, my Motherland, my country! My heart?
Not much more than baggage

carrying memories, the names of those | left behind.

| breathe in the scent of palm trees, let
the intensity of the blazing sun fill me with warmth.

As the plane lifts, | clench my seat—look over
the Pacific blue and a million miles later,
the endless Western sky where every dream of mine waits.

Stranger

A new country, a new “home,” yet
a place where I still work, eat, and sleep—routine,
so much equivalent, yet “home” sounds unfamiliar.

I’'m a stranger

standing on the land of my new “home.” The air is still
the air; the soil, the soil. Nothing seems different and yet
everything is so distinct.

I’'m a stranger
talking to friends of my new land. We laugh at jokes, enjoy
each other’s company. Friendship’s definition has not changed, so

why do | feel alone?

I’m a stranger.
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Adaptation and Transformation

Cultural identity,
a war fought between losing and preserving.
| struggle to find where | belong.

As time goes by,
| weave myself in to the fabric of Canadian society.
Threads of two cultures intertwine.

Oh Motherland,
the values you’ve taught me remain within,
hidden. Yet to be rediscovered.

Canada, My Second Home
Since the day | settled,
| knew

that you are more than a land of opportunity.

Your vastness broadened my view, stretched
beyond what my eyes used to see.

| learned to smile at strangers, look at others equally;
treasure the value of giving back to my community; was

given a fulfilling life.

Let me express my gratitude to you, Canada, for
giving me a second home.

—lJiawen Li & Charmaine Serrano
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Paintings & Photography

Dare to Dream Strength to Persevere
Abby Wang Judy Lin
Walking Onwards Field of Dreams

Becivin Ali Doris He
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Pondering
Judy Lin Thinking Multiculturally
Si Han Chen
Dépaysement

Darshini Moonesawmy
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Henna Demonstration

L to R: Eunice Laxamana, Priyanka Panwar, Rajvir Mahal, Gina Moreno

Dye from the henna plant has been used to ornament the human body in South Asia, the
Middle East, and North Africa for over 6,000 years—primarily for weddings and other
celebrations. Henna ceremonies remain important events in Asian cultures: women often

get together to create henna art, prepare snacks, and kick up their heels.

Asian immigrants introduced the henna tattoo to Western nations; henna stalls are now

relatively commonplace at festivals, fairs, and markets throughout North America.

AHSNB hosted a demonstration of the art at the Fredericton Public Library on Saturday,
May 12th as part of Asian Heritage Month. A number of henna artists gathered to demon-
strate the art form and application of the ink. Adults, as well as young people, thoroughly
enjoyed having their hands decorated.
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Batik Workshop

“Batik” originates from the Javanese word “tik,” which means “to dot.” First practised in
Egypt, it became traditional in Java, Indonesia, before being introduced to the West by
immigrants. To create a Batik painting, designs are made on cloth by pencil; hot wax ap-
plied to the design; and paint used to fill white areas of the drawing. Participants were in-
vited to take their work home, iron the back of the cloth, and celebrate finished pieces

worthy of framing.
Asian Heritage Month’s workshop took place Sunday, May 20™. Many came to try this

unique Indonesian art. Expert Devika Mathur and others from the Indo-Canadian commu-

nity were present to answer questions and assist.
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Cultural Gala

Held Saturday, May 26th at the Fredericton Playhouse and emceed by Yona Altahir, this
year’s Asian Heritage Month Gala had nearly a full house: over 500 attendees. Speakers
included AHSNB Chair Madhu Verma, MLA David Coon, Mayor Mike O’Brien, MLA Brian
Macdonald and (by video) MP Matt DeCourcey.

More than 100 local artists from AHSNB’s Saint John, Moncton, and Miramichi chapters
and the Multicultural Assoc. of Fredericton’s Chinese, Lebanese, Filipino, Indo-Canadian
and Nepali organizations joined special guests, Montreal’s Gamelan Giri Kedaton, to pre-

sent extravagant dance and musical numbers to the enthusiastic crowd.
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It is my great pleasure to send greetings to you on behalf of the province of New Brunswick on
the occasion of the Asian Heritage Society’s Gala celebrating Asian Heritage Month 2018.

This year’s theme is “Strengthening Diversity through the Lens of Youth”, and it’s an important
and appropriate theme. It is so important that the concerns of immigrant youth be always includ-

ed in our discussions about immigration policy.

Asian-Canadian communities in New Brunswick continue growing by leaps and bounds in recent
years through immigration and integration. We are very fortunate that so many newcomers of
Asian descent are choosing New Brunswick and helping to enhance our province every day, so-
cially, culturally, economically, artistically, and in every other way.

It is important, of course, to also remember and honour the fact that the Asian community has
deep roots in this province, and New Brunswickers of Asian heritage have been contributing to
this province for over a century, becoming an integral and important part of the province’s char-
acter.

On behalf of the province, please accept my warmest wishes for very successful and enjoyable
Gala.

The Hon. Minister Gilles LePage
Minister of Labour, Employment & Population Growth
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Message from the Chair

Asian Canadians have made significant contributions to the growth and prosperity of
our nation ever since their arrival in Canada. With the Government of Canada’s decla-
ration of May as Asian Heritage Month (2002), the Asian Heritage Society of NB
(AHSNB) has endeavored to increase public awareness by celebrating these social,

cultural, political and economic contributions.

Asian Heritage Month provides opportunities to acquaint others with our rich cultures.
AHSNB'’s chapters in Saint John, Moncton, and Miramichi have also organized special
events—community activities that provide ample opportunity to connect, to weave fo-
gether the compelling Canadian tapestry in which differences are explored and cele-
brated.

Educational initiatives such as these help create a more united society, one in which
diversity may be seen as a national strength.

On behalf of AHSNB, our thanks to everyone who has have supported our efforts: all
three levels of government; our many volunteers, local and out-of-town performers;

and the staff members of our partner organizations.

MNadtia Verma
Founding Chair

30



Gamelan Giri Kedaton

The roots of the Montreal ensemble date to Vancouver’s 1986 Vancouver World’s Fair. Thanks to
the hard work and influence of Canadian composer José Evangelista, the Indonesian government
agreed to give the gamelan instruments used in its pavilion to Canadian universities. Two were
donated to the Université de Montréal’s Faculty of Music. Under the guidance of José Evange-
lista, its faculty added an ensemble class to its offerings the following year. High interest
sparked by the group attracted many Balinese masters to Montreal from 1987 to 1995—
Denapasar’s renowned Wayan Suweca, Komang Astita, and Wayan Beratha among them.

During these early years, a number of students performed in public and continued to do so well
after graduation. Gamalan Giri Kedaton was born from this passion; in 1995, the group gave its
first official concert in Alexandria, ON. Giri Kedaton (“royal mountain” in Indonesian) is a nod to
Montreal’s Mount-Royal. The name was coined by Wayan Suweca, the first Balinese teacher to
visit, who was deeply marked by the Faculty of Music’s impressive view—a link between Bali
and Montreal that has been kept alive for over 30 years.
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Local Perxformances

MCATF youth took to the stage with
their powerful, energetic

dance routine.

The dancing of the Chinese children
(“Modern Angels”), which fully
encapsulated Canada’ 2018 theme
“Passing It Forward,” captivated
everyone. So much talent at such a
young age!

Lebanese siblings Janet & Georgy Kreidi’s
“Meen Habibi Anna” wowed everyone with their

impassioned voices.

32



The Indo-Canadian group performed an
incredible folk-dance medley that
demonstrated perfectly how

cultural dances move effortlessly from

song to song, from tone to tone.

The Filipino Choir, accompanied by an
acoustic guitar player, performed an
exquisite, uplifting song, “Ikaw ang Mahal
Ko.”

The Filipino Dance Group performed
their “tinikling” routine, where perfect
footing is required to negotiate moving
bamboo poles. The audience was

consistently on edge.
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The Chinese dance group
performed a breathtaking
routine called “Blooming
Jasmine”—a performance
heightened by stunning dresses
and unique glow-in-the-dark
umbrellas.

After Intermission, the Nepali Dance
Group immediately captured the audi-
ence’s attention with their radiant cos-

tumes and colourful performance.

Accompanied by Balinese
New Brunswick dancer
Ayu Pitre, Gamelan Giri Kedaton
returned to the stage for a
thirty-minute performance that
thrilled all in attendance.
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AHSNB Chapter Activities

Asian Heritage Month Showcase, Miramichi

Miramichi’s Asian Heritage Month Showcase took place 7:30 p.m., Friday May 25", at the
Kin Centre (100 Newcastle Blvd.). A spectacular performance by a group of local Filipino
dancers began the evening, followed by Gamelan Giri Kedaton'’s “A Night in Bali.”

Admission was free. Donations were accepted at the door with all proceeds going to the
Red Cross for NB Flood Relief; $144.00 was raised. A diverse crowd of 65 or so attend-
ed—38 of them young adults. Although Miramichi is a small community, the Association’s
outreach proved successful.

(506) 773-5272

www.mrma.ca

https://www.facebook.com/pages/

Miramichi-Reqgional-Multicultural-

Association
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Asian Heritage Month Showcase, Moncton

Greater Moncton’s Asian Heritage Society has been helping create events for Asian Heritage
Month since 2009. This year’s activities began on Saturday May 5" with a Flag Raising Ceremony
at City Hall Square. On Friday May 18%, the Dieppe Arts and Culture Centre was the site of Asian
Music Night—a delightful variety of performers including Canadian piano prince Roger Lord and
Chinese instrumentalist Qiong Wu. Moncton’s Cultural Gala, the final event of Asian Heritage
Month, took place Sunday May 27th at the Capitol Theater. The Greater Moncton Chinese Cultur-
al Assoc., Filipino Assoc. of New Brunswick, Indo-Canadian Assoc. of Moncton, Korean Assoc. of
Moncton, MAGMA (Multicultural Assoc. of the Greater Moncton Area), and the Vietnamese As-
soc. of Moncton all took part.

Phone: (506) 878-6425
22 Church St. # C170, Moncton, NB E1C OP7
mkgu 2000@yahoo.com

https://www.facebook.com/magma.amgm
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Asian Heritage Month Showcase, Saint John

Saint John’s Asian Heritage Month activities began with an Opening Ceremony on Sunday May 7th
at Market Square Atrium. On Saturday May 13th, an Asian Culinary Workshop was hosted at First
Wesleyan Church—as always, a huge success. “Asian Markets” took place at City Market; art ex-
hibits, at the City’s public libraries. The chapter’s Cultural Gala was held Sunday May 28th at Saint
John High School’s Dennis Knibb Auditorium. AHSNB Founding Chair Madhu Verma attended the
event, which included—in addition to Montreal’s Gamelan Giri Kedaton— spectacular perfor-
mances by the Bhutanese Nepalese Cultural Society; Filipino Assoc. of New Brunswick; Greater
Saint John Korean Organization; and the Indo-Canadian, Iranian, Japanese, Pakistani, and Viet-

namese commaunities.

ahsnbsj@hotmail.com Mail: AHSNB Saint John Chapter

Tel: 506-454-4126 (c/o AHSNB Fredericton) Attn: Dr. Li-Hong Xu

www.ahsnb.org Multicultural & Newcomers Resource Centre
Facebook: facebook.com/ahsnb.saintjohn P.O. Box 20100

39 King St., Saint John, NB E2L 5B2
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AHSNB Focus 2019

The focus of next year’s Asian Heritage Month will be Vietnamese refugees—their
history, art, and music. We’re very excited about exploring this subject.

Contributions are welcome!

North Vietnam

South Vietnam
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Special Thanks

MP Matt DeCourcey

Minister Gilles LePage

MLA David Coon

MLA Brian Macdonald

Mayor Mike O’Brien

Canadian Heritage

New Brunswick Population Growth Division

Canada Summer Job Program

Dept. of Tourism, Heritage & Culture

City of Fredericton’s Arts, Culture and Heritage Funding

NB Multicultural Council (NBMC) and Members: MAGMA, MCAF, MAS], MRMA,
MACC, SJMNRC

Mike Timani, President of NBMC

Alex LeBlanc, Executive Director of NBMC

Arianne Melara, NBMC

Jeremy Ray Nason, Office of MP Matt DeCourcey

Fredericton Diversity Committee

Bin Zhang, President of MCAF

Lisa Bamford De Gante, Executive Director, MCAF

Anthazia Kadir, Haruka Kudo and Andrew Saa of MCAF

Kathy Whynot, NB Dept. of Education and Early Childhood Development

Rambha Pershad, AHSNB-Miramichi

Dr. Li-Hong Xu, AHSNB-S] and Mingkun Gu, AHSNB-Moncton

Craig Silleker, E.D., Miramichi Regional Multicultural Association

Dr. Koumari Mitra, UNB Dept. of Anthropology

Yona Altahir

Devika and Tarun Mathur

Priyanka Panwar and Reema Verma

Gamelan Giri Kedaton and Ayu Pitre

Chinese Cultural Association of New Brunswick

Filipino-Canadian CommUNITY of New Brunswick Inc.

Assoc. of Indo-Canadians

Iranian-Canadian Assoc. of New Brunswick

Iraqi Assoc. of Fredericton
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Indonesian Community

Nepali Association of New Brunswick
Layla Rahmeh

Raine Lopez

Janet and Georgy Kreidi
Fredericton Public Library

The Playhouse, Fredericton

Judy Joe and Jeff Fevens, The Playhouse
Beaverbrook Art Gallery

Elmer Segui

Diane Reid, Reid n’ Write

6 Colour Copy

The Daily Gleaner

Darshini Moonesawmy

Dana Alrejjal

Hanna Jen Otilla

Judy Lin and Doris He

Jiawen Li and Charmaine Serrano
Mubasil Abbas

Shubham Verma

Tram Ngo

Diyasha Sen

Sahil Saini

Si Han Chen and Abby Wang
Becivin Ali

Kyataka Patricia

Mohamad Alnowigy

Francis Atis
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