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Opening Ceremony & Launch of ExplorAsians
The Asian Heritage Society of New Brunswick once again celebrated Asian Heritage Month during
the month of May as declared by the Canadian government in 2002. This year’s theme (Asian
heritage minister declared), "Passing it Forward: Culture through the Generations" invites
Canadians to learn about the “achievements and contributions of Canadians of Asian descent that
makes Canada a culturally diverse, compassionate and prosperous as it is today”.
This year’s ExplorAsians’ theme is "Strengthening Diversity through the Lens of Youth". A call for
submission was made for immigrant and refugee youths to share their stories that shape their lives,
and continue to shape their integration into their (new) community. There were many emotional
stories, detailed pieces of artwork, and great photography on display at the Fredericton Public
Library that helped others to better understand and learn how we can make our communities a
better place.
Madhu Verma, Founding Chair of AHSNB, welcomed dignitaries and attendees and spoke of the
events that would be happening later in the month and the teams that make events like these
possible. Speakers included: Minister Gilles LePage, Mayor Mike O’Brien, Executive Director of New
Brunswick Multicultural Council Alex LeBlanc, and MLA Representative Brian Macdonald.

From left to right: Roland Moreno, Alex LeBlanc, Intesar Saeed, Mayor Mike O’Brien, Madhu Verma,
Minister Gilles LePage, Shubham Verma, Sahil Saini, MLA Brian Macdonald.
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Founding Chair Madhu Verma spoke on the process of preparing the events, as well as the changes that can be made
to the education system to include Asian history in the curriculum, and also about the impact that education can have
on youth and how promoting multiculturalism is one of the most important steps in creating changes in community
acceptance. Minister Gilles LePage talked about his emotional response when reading the featured stories and poetry,
and spoke more on the importance of embracing multiculturalism and how we must work together as a community to
promote New Brunswick as an accepting and rewarding place for newcomers. Mayor Mike O’Brien continued on how
the community of Fredericton is always expanding, and that in the last few decades, there have been many positive
changes and advancements in Fredericton for newcomers and community acceptance, and how the community still has
plenty of work to do but it is an inevitable achievement because of the people who were present at the ceremony. The
Executive Director of New Brunswick Multicultural Council Alex Leblanc spoke briefly on the importance of making an
effort to understand an individual’s story in order to completely understand a viewpoint, and how examples such as the
ExplorAsians Exhibition show amazing progress in making people more aware of the stories of immigrants. MLA
representative Brian Macdonald then commented on the immense amount of work that has been done within the
Fredericton community and the Asian Heritage Society of New Brunswick to increase awareness and education about
the different cultures that have shaped the identity of New Brunswickers, and how we need to continue to expand
these ideals. Also, a few of the youth whose stories were featured in the exhibition were brought up and applauded for
their incredible work and contributions. After the speeches, the head organizers and government officials gathered
around the celebratory cake for pictures, and people began to view more of the exhibition and interact with each other
about their reactions to the art pieces, and getting chances to speak directly with government officials. AHSNB wishes
to thank all of our dignitaries for their participation and empowering speeches.
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Henna Demonstration
Dye from the henna plant has been employed to decorate the human body in South Asia, the
Middle East, and North Africa for over 6,000 years. Henna is created popularly during weddings and
cultural celebrations. Henna ceremonies are important events in Asian culture, where many women
get together and create Henna art, with food and dancing. Immigrants brought the henna tattoo to
Western nations; henna stalls are now relatively commonplace at fairs and markets across North
America.
AHSNB hosted a demonstration of the art at the Fredericton Public Library on Saturday May 12th as
part of Asian Heritage Month. Many Henna artists gathered to show the attendees the art form and
how it is applied, and both adults and children participated in getting their hands decorated.
Artists in Henna Demonstration: Madhu Verma, Priyanka Panwar, Reema Verma

4

Batik Art Workshop
“Batik” originates from the word Javanese word “tik” which means “to dot”, and originated in Egypt
but became a traditional art in Java, Indonesia and was brought to the West by immigrants. To
make a Batik painting, a design is made using a pencil on the cloth. Hot wax is then painted on the
outline of the design. Paints are then used to fill up the area of the drawing. The participants then
bring home their beautiful art work and are asked to iron the back of the cloth, which creates the
finished piece.
A Batik workshop took
place for Asian Heritage
Month on Sunday May
20th, and many local
citizens came to try their
hands at the unique
Indonesian art style. Many
workshop leaders were
present to assist people,
and everyone young and
old created a beautiful
piece of art.
Artists in Batik Workshop: Devika Mathur, with help from women in the Indo-Canadian community.

5

Asian Heritage Cultural Gala
Held Saturday, May 26th at the Fredericton Playhouse, this year’s Gala had nearly a full house of
over 500 attendees. Speakers included AHSNB Chair Madhu Verma, MLA David Coon, Mayor Mike
O’Brien, MLA Brian Macdonald, and a video message from MP Matt DeCourcey.
Montreal’s Gamelan Giri Kedaton headlined this year’s event. In 1995, many dedicated students of
the Gamelan came together to perform under the name Giri Kedaton in Alexandria, ON. Giri
Kedaton means “royal mountain” in Indonesian, a nod to Montreal’s own Mount-Royal Mountain in
the heart of the city. The group was formed in Université de Montréal after the gamelan
instruments were gifted to the school in 1986. Since their formation, the group has embraced the
musical tradition of the gamelan and have been carrying on its legacy. The name embodies the link
between Montreal and Bali that has been kept alive for over 30 years. The crowd was amazed by
the immense talent that the group had presented.
Extravagant dance and musical performances were done by more than 100 local artists across the
different chapters of the AHSNB, and Fredericton’s included performances from MCAF, Chinese,
Lebanese, Filipino, Indo Canadian and Nepali organizations, and the collection of these varied
performers solidified the Cultural Gala, as well as Asian Heritage Month, as a time to celebrate the
unity and diversity of New Brunswick.
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The evening’s activities began with the singing of the National Anthem by Raine Lopez and a video message from MP
Matt DeCourcey, stating his excitement and pride toward the event and all it represents. Gamelan Giri Kedaton began
the evening with an incredible instrumental performance of traditional Balinese gamelan music. MCAF took the stage
next with a powerful and energetic dance routine. The dance of the Chinese Children stole everyone’s heart, with so
much talent at a very young age. They encapsulated the year’s theme, with passing down traditions to new generations.
The Lebanese Siblings Janet & Georgy Kreidi sang “Meen Habibi Anna”, and got the crowd energized with their
impassioned voices. The Indo-Canadian group took the stage with an incredible folk dance medley that perfectly
showed how cultural dance translates between different songs with completely different tones. Two Filipino groups
performed two completely different but equally amazing acts: the choir began with a beautiful uplifting song
accompanied by an acoustic guitar. Immediately after, the dance group performed a tinikling routine, where perfect
footing was required to dance over moving bamboo, and the audience was consistently on edge. After a brief
intermission, the Nepali dance group did a radiant and colorful dance that immediately captured the audience’s
attention after the break. The Chinese dance group performed a breathtaking routine called “Blooming Jasmine”,
complete with beautiful dresses, perfect dancing, and unique uses of glow in the dark umbrellas. It was a perfect
penultimate piece before Gamelan Giri Kedaton returned to the stage to play more gamelan instrumental music with
dance accompaniment by Balinese dancer Ayu Pitre. Everyone was called back to the stage as the founding chair
Madhu Verma closed out the show expressing her thanks and reiterating the theme of this year’s Asian Heritage Month
by stating the importance of passing culture through the generations onto our youth.
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Chapters
AHSNB Miramichi Chapter Asian Heritage Month Showcase
Friday, May 25th at 7:30 PM at the Kin Centre (Miramichi, 100 Newcastle Blvd), The Miramichi Asian
Heritage Month Showcase was held, and a group of Indonesian musicians from Montreal attended and
performed. There was a special performance by a group of local Filipino dancers to begin the evening,
followed by “A Night in Bali”, by Gamelan Giri Kedaton.
Admission was free. Donations were accepted at the door with all proceeds going to the Red Cross for
NB Flood Relief and $144.00 was raised. Around 65 people attended the event. The attendees were a
mixture of newcomers and community members, and 8 were youth. Miramichi is a small community, but
there was still an incredible outreach toward many new cultures and communities.
Tel: 506-773-5272
Web: www.mrma.ca
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miramichi-Regional-Multicultural-Association
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AHSNB Moncton Chapter Asian Heritage Month Showcase
The Greater Moncton Asian Heritage Society have been celebrating and creating events for Asian
Heritage Month since 2009, and it continued this year with more great events. On Saturday May 5th, the
Flag Raising Ceremony was held at City Hall Square to properly begin the month’s activities. Asian
Music Night on Friday May 18th at the Dieppe Arts and Culture Center was an incredible showcase of
different cultural art, including Canadian piano prince Roger Lord, and famous Chinese instrumental Pipa
professor Qiong Wu. Moncton’s Cultural Gala, the final event of Asian Heritage Month, happened
Sunday May 27th at the Capitol Theater, and featured the Greater Moncton Chinese Cultural Association,
Filipino Association of NB, Korean Association of Moncton, Indo-Canadian Association of Moncton,
Vietnamese Association of Moncton and MAGMA.
Phone: (506) 878-6425
Address: 22 Church St C170, Moncton, NB E1C 0P7
Email: mkgu_2000@yahoo.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/magma.amgm
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AHSNB Saint John Chapter Asian Heritage Month Showcase
The Saint John chapter of the Asian Heritage Society commenced their Asian Heritage Month events
with Opening Ceremonies on Sunday May 7th at the Market Square Atrium. On Saturday May 13th, an
Asian Culinary Workshop was held at the Saint John First Wesleyan Church to instruct attendees on the
details of some Asian cuisine. Asian Markets were held at the City Market, and Asian Heritage Art
Exhibits were held at the public libraries. The Asian Heritage Cultural Gala was held on Sunday May 28th
at the Dennis Knibb Auditorium in Saint John High School. Founding Chair Madhu Verma attended the
ceremony and some wonderful performances, including Gamelan Giri Kedaton, Bhutanese Nepalese
Cultural Society, Japanese Community, Filipino Association of NB, Greater Saint John Korean
Organization, Indo-Canadian Community, Iranian Community, Pakistani Community, and Vietnamese
Community
Email: ahsnbsj@hotmail.com
Tel: 506-454-4126 (c/o AHSNB Fredericton)
Web: www.ahsnb.org
Facebook: facebook.com/ahsnb.saintjohn
Mail: AHSNB Saint John Chapter
Attn: Dr. Li-Hong Xu
Multicultural & Newcomers Resource Centre
P.O. Box 20100
39 King St., Saint John, NB E2L 5B2
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Special Thanks
MP Matt DeCourcey
Minister Gilles LePage
MLA David Coon
MLA Brian Macdonald
Mayor Mike O’Brien
NB Multicultural Council and Members: MAGMA, MCAF, MASJ, MRMA, MACC, SJMNRC
Mike Timani, President of NBMC
Alex LeBlanc, Executive Director of NBMC
Arianne Melara, NBMC
Jeremy Ray Nason, Office of MP Matt DeCourcey
Fredericton Diversity Committee
Bin Zhang, President of MCAF
Lisa Bamford De Gante, Executive Director MCAF
Haruka Kudo, MCAF
Andrew Saa, MCAF
Anthazia Kadir, MCAF
Kathy Whynot, Department of Education and Early Childhood Development
Dr. Li-Hong Xu, AHSNB-SJ
Mingkun Gu, AHSN-Moncton
Rambha Pershad, AHSNB-Miramichi
Craig Silleker, Executive Director of Miramichi Regional Multicultural Association
Dr. Koumari Mitra, UNB Dept. of Anthropology
Yona Altahir
Tarun Mathur & Devika Mathur
Reema Verma
Chinese Cultural Association of NB
Filipino-Canadian CommUNITY
Association of Indo-Canadians
Iranian-Canadian Association of NB
Iraqi Association of Fredericton
Indonesian Community
Fredericton Public Library
Fredericton Playhouse
Judy Joe and Jeff Fevens, Fredericton Playhouse
Beaverbrook Art Gallery
Elmer Segui and Francis atis
Mohamad Alnowigy
Diane Reid, Reid ‘n’ Write
6 Colour Copy
The Daily Gleaner
Judy Joe
Darshini Moonesawmy
Dana Alrejjal
Hanna Jen Otilla
Charmaine Serrano
Judy Lin
Jiawen Li
Mubasil Abbas
Shubbam Verma
Tran Ngo
Sahil Saini
Si Han Chen
Abby Wang, Becivin Ali
Doris He
Kyataka Patricia
Priyanka Panwar
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